368                  PAURANIC AGE :  COMMERCE
India  was  very  great,    The  'uxuriea of India were in
high request at Rome, in the Roman  Empire  and  with
northern  peoples,    Indian  perfumes,  ungueatf, pearls,
diamonds, ornaments gems, silk, the muslins  of Vikratn*
pur,  drove  the  Romans  almost   mad. Neither law nor
wiser counsels could prevail against the Roman   craving
for the voluptuous products of India.    To the evil effect*
of this indulgence,  Gibbon  attributes   the decline and
fall  of the  Roman Empire.    Rome perished in the  5th
century A.  D.    The  merchants  of Syria   and  Egypt
scattered  over the  Empire  the  rich products of India*
The  lucky discovery of th# Monsoon, soon facilitated
Rome's eastern  trade,    About  33 A, D.    Happalus, a
navigator was brought by the monsooti to Muziris in the
Malabar Coast in  40 days.    Finds of Roman coins in
and about Coimbatore District and Madura prove  the
Roman  trade.   Southern  India   supplied    Home  with
spices, pepper, perfumes, ivory,   fine   muslins,  precious
stones   and  Beryl.   (Ptolemy    p.   181 ; Pliny.   N,   H.
XXXVII, 5.) Roman  trade  gradually  declined.    Rome
now asked  the articles  of necessity and not of luxury.
The  trade at Alexandria suffered much at the hands of
Caracalla,   The  Palmyrene  trade was  ruined    by the
destruction of Palmyra itself in 273 A, D,   The powerful
Sassanids of Persia now monopolised the Indian trade,
The Roman vessels were driven out of  the Indian  seas*
Constantine weakened the empire by changing the seat
of government (330 A, D,)   Alaric seized Rome in 410
A, D.   Attila ravaged her lands in 451,    In  454, the
huge wave of Vandalism swept off her arts.    She was